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and durable, just the kind for making spinning-wheels. Let us
hope that Assam will rise to its full height in the matter of swa-
deshi.

The Assamese are cursed with the opium habit, but the move-
ment against vice has spread throughout the length and breadth
of India. I am told that many people have given up the habit al-
together and that abstinence is on the increase.

I understand that some Government officiate have made   use
of a slip I have committed in. my booklet Hind Swaraj, in which 1
have bracketed the Assamese  with the Pindaris and other wild
tribes.1   I have made ample amends to the people.   It was cer-
tainly on my part a grave injustice done to the great Assamese
people, who are every whit as civilized as any  other   part  of
India.    They have a fine literature some of which is written on
bark of agam tree with beautifully coloured illustrations said to
be very old*   And of course I fell in love with the  women of
Assam as soon as I learnt that they were accomplished weavers.
Being weavers, they have used economy in their dress without
impairing its beauty or its efficiency as cover.  And to me it is a
sign of very high culture to see the Assamese women and girls
wearing little or no jewellery. They are like women all over India
naturally shy and modest with extremely refined and open faces.
My stupidity about the Assamese rose, when about 1890 I
read an account of the Manipur expedition, when the late Sir
John Gbrst defended the conduct of the officials towards the late
Senapati, saying that governments always liked to lop off tall poppies.
Being an indifferent reader of history, I retained with me  the
impression that the Assamese were jungli2 and committed   it to
writing in 19Q83.   However my slip has afforded consolation to
some officials, amusement to my audience before which I cor-
rected the slip, and a splendid opportunity to me of paying a
tribute to the simple and natural beauty of the Assamese sisters
and of enlisting them on the side of India and swadeshL

I must not omit to mention the fact, that out of nearly seventy-
eight Assamese pleaders, fifteen have suspended practice, probab-
ly the highest percentage throughout India.

Lastly, I must congratulate the Congress tbmmittees on the
excellent order preserved at all the meetings. All rush and noise
have been avoided with wonderful discipline.

* VUf Vol. X, p. 25, footnote 6.
2 Uncivilized
for 1909